
S EV E N  S I S T E R S
How ’s  i t  go i ng ,  K i d ?  L ou 
a lw ay s  c a l l s  m e  Ki d .  Wh at 
d o  we  t a l k  ab out ?  My  wor k . 
Hi s  wor k .  C o op e r  Un i on 
l ore .  He  g r a du at e d  i n  ’ 8 1 , 
a  ye ar  b e fore  I  w a s  b or n . 
Hi s  n e w  h ip.  Hi s  l a t e s t 
t a t t o o.  My  l at e s t  l ove .  My 
f i r s t  s i n c e  m ov i ng  t o  t h e 
c i t y  i s  Mont an a .  S h e’s  t h e 
on e  I  am  w i t h  w h e n  t h e 
t owe r s  f a l l .  S h e  t h i n k s  w i t h 
h e r  f i nge r s .  S h e  t e a c h e s 
m e  t o  b i n d  s ke t c hb o ok s  by 
h an d  an d  m a ke  p a s t a  f rom 
s c r at c h .  S h e  i nt ro du c e s 
m e  t o  h e r  “g ay  d a d s ,”  L ou 
an d  D av i d .  Wh e n  s h e  e n d s 
t h i ng s  t h at  s pr i ng ,  I  c a l l 
L ou .  T h e n ,  e ve r y  we e k  or 
t wo,  we  m e e t  i n  on e  of 
a  f e w  E a s t  Vi l l a ge  d ive s . 
Happy  h ou r.  Me  t a k i ng 
at t e n d an c e  am ong  t h e 
re g u l ar s  w h e n  h e  c om e s 
t h rou g h  t h e  d o or,  s ay s 
h e l l o  t o  h a l f  t h e  ro om , 
t h e n  f i n d s  m e  at  t h e  e n d 
of  t h e  b ar.  He  h ang s  up 
h i s  h at  an d  c an e ,  s qu are s 
up  a  s t a c k  o f  t we nt i e s 
b e t we e n  u s ,  an d  ord e r s 
for  u s  b ot h .  Ma ke r ’s  n e at . 
Bu d  b a c k .  He  a s k s  m e  t o 
w r i t e  an  e s s ay  for  h i s  s o l o 
s h ow.  I  i nt ro du c e  h i m  t o 
my  p are nt s  at  g r a du at i on . 
Wh e n  I  n e e d  a  s ou n d i ng 
b o ard ,  h e  l i s t e ns .  Wh e n 
I  am  an  ar ro g ant  pr i c k , 
h e  t e l l s  m e  s o.  Wh e n  I 
am  broke ,  h e  p ay s  m e  t o 
re p a i nt  h i s  ap ar t m e nt .

C or n e r  o f  B owe r y  an d 
Pr i n c e .  I  re m e mb e r  l o ok i ng 
up  f rom  t h e  s t re e t  an d 
f i n d i ng  h i s  fou r t h - f l o or 
w i n d ow s  by  t h e  s i l ve r  l am é 
c u r t a i ns .  I  re m e mb e r  t h e 
r a s p  ove r  t h e  i nt e rc om , 
D av i d  t e l l i ng  m e  t o  go 
aw ay,  t h e n  bu z z i ng  m e  i n . 
I  re m e mb e r  t h e  c abi n e t s 
o f  We d g wo o d .  L ou  f i l l e d 
t h e m  i n  h i s  t we nt i e s , 
w h i l e  k i c k i ng  h e roi n .  I 
re m e mb e r  a  s m a l l  A n d ré s 
S e r r an o  ph ot o g r aph 
of  L ou  an d  L au re n c e 
F i s hbu r n e  d re s s e d  a s 
g l a d i at or s  h o l d i ng  s l ab s 
o f  m e at .  I  re m e mb e r  a 
f r am e d  p i n k  t r i ang l e 
p at c h  I  n e ve r  a s ke d  h i m 

ab out .  I  re m e mb e r  D av i d’s 
c ompu l s ive  s h r i n e s , 
re l i qu ar i e s  c o l l a ge d 
f rom  g u mb a l l - m a c h i n e 
t oy s ,  g ay  p or n o  m a g s , 
an d  C h i n at ow n  n ove l t y 
l i g ht s .  I  re m e mb e r  B i c 
p e n  d r aw i ng s  on  p ap e r 
p l at e s :  f l y i ng  s au c e r s 
an d  t r a c t or  b e ams .  I ’ve 
forgot t e n  t h e  ar t i s t ’s  n am e . 
A  c u r ve d  s p i n e  o f  p i an o 
h am m e r s  f rom  t h e i r  f r i e n d 
Ad r i an a .  A  c an e  m a d e 
f rom  a  bro oms t i c k  an d 
a  t r ans lu c e nt  p i n k  d i l d o 
f rom  Mont an a  an d  m e .  A n 
a lu m i nu m  a s ht r ay  I ’d  m a d e 
on  t h e  m i l l i ng  m a c h i n e  at 
C o op e r,  a  p e nt a gon  w i t h 
a  s i ng l e  d ivot  w h e re  t h e 
p l an e  h i t .

T h e  s u m m e r  a f t e r  my 
f re s h m an  ye ar,  Mont an a 
an d  I  re nt e d  a  ro om  i n 
an  As t or i a  h ou s e  s h are d 
w i t h  s e ve n  or  e i g ht 
o t h e r  C o op e r  s tu d e nt s . 
I  re m e mb e r  t h e  k i t c h e n , 
t h e  c rowd i ng  of  u t e ns i l s 
an d  c o ok w are  an d  l ab e l e d 
l e f t ove r s ,  n on e  of  i t  m i n e . 
I  re m e mb e r  t h e  b e d ro om’s 
p i n k  c ar p e t i ng  an d 
s u n l i g ht  t h rou g h  c u r t a i ns 
s h e’d  s e w n .  I  re m e mb e r  t h e 
l i v i ng  ro om ,  u n f u r n i s h e d 
e xc e pt  for  s om e b o dy ’s 
t y p e w r i t e r  I  appropr i at e d 
b e t we e n  j o b s .  T h e re  we re 
t h e  n i g ht  c l a s s e s  t e a c h i ng 
h i g h  s c h o o l  s tu d e nt s  h ow 
t o  t a ke  t h e i r  S ATs .  T h e re 
we re  we e ke n d s  s p e nt 
c anv a s s i ng  s u bu r b an 
n e i g hb or h o o d s  on  b e h a l f  o f 
c au s e s  I ’ve  s i n c e  forgot t e n . 
I  t r i e d  w ai t e r i ng ,  c at e r i ng , 
c l e an i ng  ap ar t m e nt s , 
m ov i ng  b oxe s  f rom  on e 
ro om  t o  an ot h e r.  Mo s t ly 
I  t r i e d  t o  avoi d  s p e n d i ng 
m on e y.  R i c e  an d  b e ans  w a s 
c h e ap.  S e x  w a s  f re e . 

O n e  e ar ly  m or n i ng  we 
w at c h e d  t wo  o b s o l e t e 
c o o l i ng  t owe r s  i mpl o d e  on 
t h e  Bro ok ly n  w at e r f ront . 
By  l a t e  Au g u s t ,  Mont an a 
h a d  fou n d  re g u l ar  wor k 
d e s i g n i ng  h i g h - e n d 
w a l lp ap e r,  an d  I  w a s 
s p e n d i ng  m o s t  d ay s  at 

t h e  l i br ar y  or  i n  t h e  p ar k 
w r i t i ng  i n  a  s ke t c hb o ok 
s h e’d  m a d e  for  m e .  I  s t i l l 
h ave  i t .  It ’s  c ove re d  i n  l i g ht 
g r ay  f abr i c  w i t h  br i g ht  re d 
e n dp ap e r s .  O n  t h e  f i r s t 
p a ge  s h e’s  w r i t t e n ,  “Wh e re 
d o  we  go  n ow ? ”

“I ’m  w i t h  Stupi d”  / 
B au d r i l l a rd i an  b i c yc l e 
h e l m e t  /  QU O TAT ION 
M A R X  /  m i r ror  s t a ge  /  t h e 
Wor l d  Tr a d e  C e nt e r  /  Mr. 
Pot at o  He a d .  A  prop o s a l 
t o  w r i t e  “re v i e w s  of  s h ow s 
t h at  d i d n’t  h app e n ,  o f 
wor k  t h at  w a s n’t  m a d e ,  o f 
a r t i s t s  w h o  are n’t  re a l .”  My 
f a l l  c l a s s  s c h e du l e :  P u b l i c 
S c u lptu re  on  Mon d ay s .  T h e 
a d d re s s  o f  a  re s t au r ant  on 
t h e  L owe r  E a s t  S i d e  w i t h 
t h e  n ot e :  “Au g u s t  2 7 ,  2 0 0 1 . 
D i n n e r.  Mont an a .  L ou i s .”

Wa s  t h i s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e 
I  m e t  L ou ?  T h at  l ong -
s hut t e re d  re s t au r ant  w i t h 
c h e e t a h - pr i nt  b an qu e t t e 
s e at i ng ,  re d  w a l l s ,  an d 
go l d - f r am e d  p or t r a i t s  o f  a 
t h e at r i c a l l y  p a l e  wom an . 
T h e  ow n e r.  O f  c ou r s e  L ou 
k n e w  h e r.  S h e  c am e  out 
f rom  t h e  b a c k  t o  g re e t 
h i m ,  k i s s i ng  e a c h  of  h i s 
b e ard e d  c h e e k s .  T h i s 
w a s  h i s  s t an d ard  h e l l o 
an d  go o d bye .  L owe r  E a s t 
S i d e  re s t au r at e u r s .  G ay -
b ar  ow n e r s .  Man a ge r s 
o f  a l t e r n at ive  t h e at e r 
c omp an i e s .  Mont an a  an d 
m e .

A  s e l f - c ons c i ou s 
i ns c r ipt i on :  T h e  e n d  of 
s u m m e r  i n  Ne w  Yor k ,  t h e 
s t ar t  o f  my  s oph om ore  ye ar 
at  C o op e r  Un i on .  Pa ge s 
o f  p l ans  for  a  s tu d e nt 
pu b l i c at i on  we  n e ve r  m a d e . 
A  prop o s a l  t o  i mpl o d e  an d 
re bu i l d  t h e  Wor l d  Tr a d e 
C e nt e r.

T h e  n e x t  p a ge s  are 
nu mb e r s :  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  t ons 
o f  s t e e l ,  4 3 , 6 0 0  w i n d ow s , 
3 5 , 0 0 0  wor ke r s  e ve r y 
d ay.  T h e re  i s  t h e  nu mb e r 
for  o f f i c e  l e a s i ng ,  for 
pu b l i c  e ve nt s ,  for  m e d i a 
i n qu i r i e s ,  for  C ont ro l l e d 

D e m ol i t i on ,  In c .  T h e re 
are  t h e  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i ons  o f 
“s e d i t i on ,”  “t r u e  t h re at ,” 
an d  “m e n a c e .” 

O n  my  d e s k ,  a l l  t h e  b o ok s 
B o b s t  h a d  on  t h e  t owe r s 
h e l d  d ow n  t h e  c or n e r s  o f 
a  d r aw i ng  on  ve l lu m  i n 
Mi c ron  p e n ,  t r a c e d  f rom 
a  1 9 7 0  ph ot o g r aph  of  t h e 
Wor l d  Tr a d e  C e nt e r  u n d e r 
c ons t r u c t i on .  Ac ro s s  t h e 
t op  I ’d  w r i t t e n :
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T h at  f i r s t  we e k  b a c k ,  I 
w a l ke d  d ow nt ow n  t o  s e e 
t h e  t owe r s  up  c l o s e .  But 
t h e re  w a s  n o  w ay  t o  s e e 
t h e m  up  c l o s e .  B l o c k 
a f t e r  b l o c k  t h e y  lu r ke d 
b e t we e n  bu i l d i ng s  i n  s om e 
i n d e t e r m i n ab l e  d i s t an c e , 
t h e n  w i t h out  w ar n i ng  t h e y 
we re  a l l  t h e re  w a s .  Not 
o b j e c t s .  T h e  f i e l d .  I  l ay  on 
a  b e n c h  w i t h  my  h e a d  on 
my  b a c kp a c k  an d  w at c h e d 
t h e  s h a d ow s  c h ange .

I  c an’t  t e l l  you  w h at  i t 
s ou n d e d  l i ke .  D i d  an  a l ar m 
go  of f ?  D i d  I  s h out  for 
h e lp ?  B l o o d  d r a i n e d  f rom 
A l e x an d r a’s  f a c e  an d  nu r s e s 
r u s h e d  i n .  He r  w h i t e  f a c e 
an d  t h e  re d  f a c e  o f  ou r  n e w 
s on .  As l e e p.  As l e e p.  I ’m 
h o l d i ng  h e r  h an d .  I  k n ow 
t h at  mu c h .  T h e  nu r s e s 
pu l l i ng  b l a c k  c l o t s  f rom 
b e n e at h  t h e  w h i t e  s h e e t s . 
Pr u n e s .  A  w i d owe r.  T h i s 
w i l l  b e  t h e  s t or y  n ow.  Ju s t 
m e  an d — h a d  we  n am e d 
h i m ?  Wh e re  d o  we  go  n ow ?

To  Mi am i ,  t h re e  ye ar s  a go. 
To  a  T h an k s g iv i ng  d i n n e r 
b e fore  t h e  op e n i ng  of  A r t 
B a s e l  Mi am i  B e a c h .  To  t h e 
m a g a z i n e  s pre a d  Tom  an d 
Fre d ,  my  f i r s t  c o l l e c t or s 
an d  h o s t s  for  t h e  we e k , 
c a l l  h om e .  G l a s s  d o or s 
fo l d  op e n  t o  t h e  n i g ht ,  t o 
hu m i d i t y,  t o  g i ant  p a l ms 
f r am i ng  t h e  p o o l  an d , 
b e yon d  i t ,  t h e  b ay.  T h e i r 
h au g ht y  d a c hs hu n d  i s 

s om e w h e re  i n  t h e  d ar k 
b ar k i ng  i t s  br a i ns  out  at 
an  i g u an a .  O n  t h e  d o c k , 
a  t ab l e  g l ow s  w i t h  f a ke 
c an d l e s .

Gu e s t s  a r r ive .  Nove l i s t s , 
n e w s c a s t e r s ,  l o c a l 
p o l i t i c i ans .  A  s t r ange r  w i t h 
an  a l m o s t  go of y  b l a c k  b ow 
i n  h e r  h a i r.  S h e  i s  n ot  my 
w i fe ,  s o  I  s i t  n e x t  t o  h e r. 
He r  n e c k l a c e s  p e e k  d ow n  a 
c r i s p  w h i t e  but t on - up.  We 
are  c h i l d re n  at  t h e  a du l t s’ 
t ab l e .  S h e  s we ar s  s h e’ l l 
on ly  l i e ,  s o  we  a g re e  t o 
i nve nt  e a c h  ot h e r.  I  s h are 
n ot h i ng  of  T h e  Br u c e  Hi g h 
Q u a l i t y  Fou n d at i on .  T h e 
an ony m ou s  c o l l e c t ive .  T h e 
f i c t i on a l  a r t i s t .  T h e  9 / 1 1 
or i g i n  s t or y.  S h e  s h are s 
n ot h i ng  of  h e r  wor k ,  h e r 
hu s b an d .  I  re m e mb e r 
a l m o s t  n ot h i ng — s om e t h i ng 
ab out  gon or r h e a . 
T h an k s g iv i ng  i s  ove r. 
T h e  g u e s t s  a re  gon e .  I ’ve 
s p oke n  t o  n o  on e  e l s e .

A l e x an d r a .  We  h ave  t h e 
s am e  i n i t i a l s .  Wou l d n’t 
e ve n  h ave  t o  c h ange  t h e 
m on o g r am m e d  t owe l s .  By 
m or n i ng  s h e’s  i n  my  ph on e . 
How  d i d  I  m an a ge  t h at ? 
I ’m  for m i ng  e ve r y  m e s s a ge 
a s  a  qu e s t i on ,  t o  ke e p  h e r 
e ng a ge d .  Wou l d  you  l i ke 
t o  at t e n d  my  p an e l ?  “ T h e 
S c h o ol  Ma ke r s ,”  m o d e r at e d 
by  Hans  U l r i c h  O br i s t ,  9 
a . m .  on  Su n d ay,  a f t e r  a l l 
t h e  m on e y ’s  b e e n  s p e nt . 
S h e  m i g ht .  In c om i ng  c a l l . 
It ’s  Ad r i an a .  L ou  i s  d e a d .

S om e t h i ng  re s p i r at or y.  S h e 
d o e s n’t  h ave  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s . 
T h e  s e r v i c e  w i l l  b e  i n  Ne w 
Je r s e y,  w h e re  h e  g re w  up, 
i n  t wo  d ay s .  By  t h e  t i m e 
we  h ang  up,  I ’m  on  t h e 
d o c k .  T h e  w at e r  i s  d ar k . 
T h e  go o d  c h i n a  an d  f a ke 
c an d l e s  an d  s p e nt  c i g ar s 
h ave  a l l  b e e n  c l e are d  f rom 
t h e  t ab l e .  T h e  p o o l  i s  f l a t 
an d  t h e  l aw n  i s  g re e n .  It ’s  a 
h or r i f y i ng ly  c l e ar  s k y  on  a 
hu m i d  Mi am i  m or n i ng  an d 
L ou  i s  d e a d .

I  c ou l d  f l y  b a c k  for  t h e 

f u n e r a l .  T h at ’s  a  t h i ng  I 
c ou l d  a f ford  t o  d o  n ow. 
T h e  p an e l  i s n’t  u nt i l  t h e 
e n d  of  t h e  we e k .  He’d 
c a l l e d  ju s t  a  f e w  d ay s  a go. 
“How ’s  i t  go i ng ,  K i d ? ”  I 
d i d n’t  h ave  t i m e  t o  t a l k . 
T h e re’d  b e e n  l e s s  t i m e 
re c e nt ly.  He  c am e  t o  t h e 
Wh it n e y  B i e n n i a l  op e n i ng . 
I  got  h i m  i nt o  t h e  d i n n e r. 
At  t h e  s h ow  we  s t a ge d 
d ow nt ow n  t h at  s am e  n i g ht , 
I  s ave d  h i m  a  s p ot  on  t h e 
w a l l  i n  t h e  f ront  w i n d ow. 
He  brou g ht  ove r  t h e 
b i g ge s t  p i e c e  h e  c ou l d  f i t 
i n  a  c ab.

I  c a l l  Mont an a .  F i r s t 
t i m e  i n  ye ar s .  L iv i ng  i n 
G e r m any  s om e w h e re .  I  t e l l 
h e r  w h e re  t o  s e n d  f l owe r s . 
S h e  t h an k s  m e .  I  t e l l  h e r 
i t ’s  go o d  t o  h e ar  h e r  vo i c e . 
I  c a l l  t h e  Br u c e  g uy s ,  p a s s 
on  t h e  i n for m at i on  for 
t h e  f u n e r a l .  T h e y ’ l l  go. 
I ’ l l  s t ay.  He  i s  d e a d .  He 
won’t  m i s s  m e .  He  won’t 
f i n d  m e  at  t h e  b ar.  He 
won’t  h ang  up  h i s  h at  an d 
c an e  an d  s qu are  up  a  s t a c k 
of  t we nt i e s  b e t we e n  u s . 
He  won’t  h e ar  t h e  s t or y 
o f  t h e  s t r ange r  w i t h  t h e 
a l m o s t  go of y  b l a c k  b ow 
i n  h e r  h a i r  w h o  d o e s  n ot 
h ave  gon or r h e a .  He  won’t 
h e ar  ab out  h e r  s h ow i ng  up 
t o  t h e  p an e l  an d  s i t t i ng 
i n  t h e  b a c k ,  or  s e e i ng 
m e  on  h e r  n e x t  t r ip  t o 
Ne w  Yor k ,  or  m e  f l y i ng 
t o  s e e  h e r  i n  L on d on , 
Sw i t z e r l an d ,  Ve n i c e .  He 
won’t  h e ar  ab out  t h e 
h ot e l s ,  h e r  ye l l i ng  at  t h e 
l i t t l e  Ve n e t i an  c on c i e rge 
t o  l e t  m e  up  t o  h e r  ro om , 
t h e  go s s am e r  c u r t a i ns , 
h e r  e s c ap e  t o  t h e  c i t y,  t h e 
d ivorc e ,  t h e  c ombi n i ng 
of  ou r  c at s .  I  won’t  ge t  t o 
t e l l  h i m  I  am  b e c om i ng  a 
f at h e r.

S h e  m ove s .  T h e  nu r s e s 
bre at h e  an d  b e a d s  o f  s we at 
app e ar  on  h e r  fore h e a d . 
S h e  s t ay s  a s l e e p.  T h e  c h i l d 
s t ay s  a s l e e p.  It  i s  a  c l e ar 
m or n i ng  i n  Ju ly  an d  t h e re 
are  c ut  f l owe r s  on  t h e 
ro l l i ng  t r ay  t ab l e . 

N EW L OV E  |  S E T H  C A M E R O N



8 0 5  R H O D E  P L A C E  S T E  5 0 0  H O U S T O N  T X  7 7 0 1 9  W W W . S E V E N S I S T E R S . G A L L E R Y  i n f o @ s e v e n s i s t e r s . g a l l e r y  t . 3 4 6 . 6 1 8 . 1 0 1 1

I N DEX OF WORKS
S EV E N  S I S T E R S

1 - 5 .  Th e  S t ra n g e r 
( C h r y s a n t h e m u m s) ,  2 0 2 6
s u m i  o n  d ye d  l i n e n

6 3  x  3 2  1/2  i n .  e a .

6 .  S t a r s ,  2 0 2 6 
s u m i  o n  d ye d  l i n e n

6 3  x  3 2  1/2  i n .  e a .

S E T H  C A M E R O N  |  N e w  L o v e
3  O c t o b e r –  2 8  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 6

1 2

3 4

5 6

7 8 9

7 - 9 .  Th e  S t ra n g e r 
( C h r y s a n t h e m u m s) ,  2 0 2 6
s u m i  o n  d ye d  l i n e n  w i t h  a r t i s t - m a d e 

c h e r r y  f r a m e ,  2 8  1/4  x  1 7  1/4  x  2  i n .  e a .


