
8 0 5  R H O D E  P L A C E  S T E  5 0 0  H O U S T O N  T X  7 7 0 1 9  W W W . S E V E N S I S T E R S . G A L L E R Y
i n f o @ s e v e n s i s t e r s . g a l l e r y  t . 3 4 6 . 6 1 8 . 1 0 1 1

S EV E N  S I S T E R S

T h e  S u r r e a l  B o d y 
M a y  3 0 – A u g u s t  1 ,  2 0 2 6

The Surrea l  Body  posi t ions  surrea l i ty  a s  an  intr ins ic 
a spect  of  l ived  exper ience, in  which  the  body  remains 
open to  transformat ion , imag inat ion , and the  unseen 
forces  that  shape  our  understanding  of  ourse lves  and the 
world  around us . Br ing ing  together  works  by  Dorothy 
Hood , Ju l ia  Kunin , Joe l  Parsons , and Katarzyna 
Przezwańska , the  exhibi t ion  explores  the  body  a s  a 
mutable  form that  extends  be yond i t s  phys ica l  l imits . 
Across  draw ing, scu lpture, and ceramics , d i sembodied 
forms merge  w ith  arch i tec ture, l andscape, ornament , 
and nature, re vea l ing  embodiment  a s  constructed  and 
cont inua l ly  in  f lux .
 
Though separated  by  generat ion  and medium, the 
art i s t s  share  an  interest  in  forms that  res i s t  s tabi l i ty. 
Hood ’s  draw ings  present  f igures  that  appear  ske le ta l , 
mechanica l , and at  t imes  a l ien , inhabit ing  psycholog ica l 
spaces  where  dream and memory  converge. Kunin’s 
ceramic  scu lptures  s imi larly  blur  d i st inc t ions  between 
body, arch i tec ture, and ornament , c reat ing  hybrid 
forms that  draw upon mytholog y, decorat ive  trad i t ions , 
and queer  understandings  of  t ransformat ion  and se l f -
fa sh ioning. Parsons’s  s cu lptures  move  between image 
and objec t , d i st i l l ing  bodi ly  presence  into  f rag ments 
charged  w ith  des i re, memory, and psychic  tens ion . 
Through coded symbols  and part ia l  forms , h i s  work 
re f lec ts  the  instabi l i ty  of  ident i ty  and the  performat ive 
d imensions  of  queer  exper ience. Working  w ith  minera l s , 
plants , and other  natura l  mater ia l s , Przezwańska 
creates  scu lptura l  env i ronments  that  foreg round the 
rec iproca l  re lat ionship  between human percept ion  and 
the  l iv ing  world .

Col lec t ive ly, the  body  emerges  a s  a  vesse l  for  projec t ion 
and transformat ion:  a  s i te  where  psychic, mater ia l , and 
ecolog ica l  rea l i t ie s  meet .

D OROTHY H O OD  (1918–2000, Bryan , TX)

Dorothy  Hood wa s  a  p ioneer ing  American  moderni st 
whose  work  br idged  abstrac t ion , f igurat ion , and 
v i s ionary  imagery. After  two decades  in  Mexico  City 
among art i s t s  including  Leonora  Carr ington and 
Remedios  Varo, she  re turned to  Houston, where 
she  de ve loped a  s ingu lar  v i sua l  l anguage  rooted  in 
psycholog ica l , cosmic, and metaphys ica l  explorat ion .

JULIA KUNI N  ( b. 1961, Vermont)

Ju l ia  Kunin  i s  a  Brooklyn-ba sed  art i s t  whose  ceramic 
scu lptures  merge  body, arch i tec ture, and ornament . 
Draw ing  on cra f t  t rad i t ions , mytholog y, femin i sm, and 
queer  abstrac t ion , she  creates  hybrid  forms that  are  at 
once  playfu l , s ensua l , and symbol ic. Kunin  i s  a  2026 
Guggenhe im Fe l low.

J OEL PARSONS ( b. 1985, Springda le, AR)

Joe l  Parsons  i s  a  Memphis-ba sed  art i s t , curator, and 
educator. Working  across  scu lpture, insta l lat ion , and 
performance, h i s  prac t ice  explores  queer  int imac y, 
des i re, memory, and ident i ty  through coded symbols , 
f rag mented  forms , and a  d i st inc t ive  blend of  humor 
and emotiona l  resonance.

KATARZYNA PRZEZWAŃSKA ( b. 1984, Poland)

Katarzyna  Przezwańska  i s  a  Warsaw -ba sed  art i s t  whose 
work  moves  between scu lpture, insta l lat ion , pa int ing , 
and arch i tec ture. Incorporat ing  minera l s , plants , and 
found mater ia l s , she  invest igates  the  re lat ionship 
between nature  and mater ia l  cu l ture, c reat ing  works 
that  are  both  sensor ia l  and transformat ive.

KATARZYNA PRZEZWAŃSKA
Venus  2025
 

JULIA KUNIN
Vasare ly ’ s  Smi le ,  2022
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I N DEX OF WORKS

S EV E N  S I S T E R S

JULIA KUNIN
Lepidoptera Compromise 2024

ceramic
24 x 32 x 3 1/2 in .

 

JULIA KUNIN
Laughing Castle 2023

ceramic
17  x  8  x  7  in .

 

DOROTHY HOOD
Lone Sai lor 

c .  1970
pen and ink  on  paper

26 x  20 in .
 

JOEL PARSONS
I .  The Magic ian 
2024
enamel and copper 
on glass 
14  x  10  1/2 inches
 

DOROTHY HOOD
Growing 
c .  1970

pen and ink  on  paper
26 x  20 in .

 

JOEL PARSONS
Loaded (after 
Bern in i ’ s  Ecstacy 
of  Saint  Teresa) 
2025
s ta ined g las s , 
i nk  on  syn the t i c 
ve l l um

KATARZYNA 
PRZEZWAŃSKA

Venus  2025
tamar ind pods , 

po lyu re thane , 
car  pa in t , 

marb le
8 x 3 1/2 x 3 1/2 in.

 

JULIA KUNIN
Vasare ly ’ s  Smi le ,  2022

ceramic
1 1  x  2  1/2 x  7  in .

 

K ATA R Z Y N A  P R Z E Z WAŃS K A
diastema  (after  Georgia May 
Jagger)  2024 ,  g ran i te ,  marb le
8 x 16 x 8 1/2 in. 

 
Pi l low L ips  2025

tamarind pods, nai l  gel ,  carpaint
2  3/4 x  2  x  2  in .

DOROTHY HOOD
Other  Premonit ions 

c .  1980
pencil and ink on paper

25 1/2 x  19  3/4 in .
 

DOROTHY HOOD
Crocodi le  Jubi lat ion 

c .  1980
pencil and ink on paper

25 5/8  x  19  3/4 in .
 

JULIA KUNIN
After Jacovitz, 2013

ceramic
15 x 9 1/2 x 3 inches 

 

JULIA KUNIN
Standing Double Dish 

2015, ce ramic
2 1  x  14  x  1 1  i nches

 

DOROTHY HOOD
Space Sh ie ld

c .  1970
pen and ink  on  paper

26 x  20 in .
 

JULIA KUNIN
Queen of Mars 2017

ceramic
59 x 30 x 4 inches

 

JULIA KUNIN
Zippering Figure 2017 

ceramic
48 x 20 1/2 x 3 inches

 

.
JOEL PARSONS
I saw you dancing 
and loved you (Touch 
Me in the Morning) 
2024 ,  s ta ined and 
e tched g las s ,  m i r ro r , 
v i t reous  ename l  on 
copper ,  ename l  pa in t , 
s i l k  shantung ,  v iny l
18  x  15  x  2  1 /2  in .
 

T h e  S u r r e a l  B o d y 
D O R O T H Y  H O O D ,  J U L I A  K U N I N ,
J O E L  PA R S O N S  &  K ATA R Z Y N A  P R Z E Z WA Ń S K A


