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S EV E N  S I S T E R S
D O N N A  G R E E N

T U R N I N G  T O W A R D
N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 2 5 – J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 6

In  Tur n ing  Toward ,  D o n n a  G re e n’s  f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n 
w i t h  S e v e n  S i s t e r s ,  t h e  a r t i s t  p re s e nt s  r e c e nt  c e ra m i c s 
a n d  p a i nt i n g s  t h a t  e x t e n d  h e r  e x p l o ra t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l 
t r a n s fo r m a t i o n  i n t o  v i v i d ,  e l e m e nt a l  t e r ra i n s ,  w h e re  t h e 
r i t u a l  o f  m a k i n g  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  c o l o r  c o nv e r g e .

Ac ro s s  s c u l p t u re  a n d  s u r f a c e ,  G re e n’s  p ra c t i c e  b a l a n c e s 
i n t u i t i o n  a n d  c o nt ro l ,  v o l u m e s  t h a t  s e e m  t o  d e f y  g ra v i t y, 
h o v e r i n g  b e t w e e n  fo r m  a n d  c o l l a p s e .  He r  g l a z e d  s t o n e w a re 
s c u l p t u re s  m o v e  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r :  m o l t e n  b l a c k 
t o  c h a l k y  w h i t e ,  m e t a l l i c  b ro n z e  t o  u n d e r g l a z e d  ye l l o w 
o r  u l t ra m a r i n e .  Th e y  r i s e  a s  t o t e m i c  s t a c k s  o r  e r u p t  i n t o 
c l o u d l i k e  m a s s e s ,  t h e i r  s u r f a c e s  s o m e t i m e s  b l i s t e re d  o r 
r u p t u re d  m i d - c re a t i o n ,  a r re s t e d  i n  t h e  a c t  o f  g e o l o g i c a l 
t r a n s fo r m a t i o n .

C l a y  a n d  g l a z e  r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e i r  o w n  t e mp e ra m e nt s —
b u c k l i n g ,  s l i p p i n g ,  p o o l i n g — s o  t h a t  m a k i n g  b e c o m e s  a 
d i a l o g u e .  S h e  w o rk s  a t  t h e  t h re s h o l d  w h e re  s t r u c t u re  g i v e s 
w a y  t o  c h a n c e ,  w h e re  g e s t u re  b e c o m e s  d e c i s i o n .  Th e  re s u l t i n g 
fo r m s  c a r r y  a  s e n s u o u s  a n d  c o r p o re a l  i m m e d i a c y :  a l i v e  t o  t h e 
t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  i n t e nt i o n  a n d  s u r re n d e r.  Th e  t ra c e s  o f  h e r 
t o u c h  re m a i n  v i s i b l e :  t hu m b - p re s s e d  h o l l o w s ,  r i d g e d  s e a m s , 
s u r f a c e s  t h a t  f e e l  t e n s i l e ,  l i k e  mu s c l e  d ra w n  o v e r  b o n e .  E a c h 
fo r m  fe e l s  a t  o n c e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  d i s c o v e re d ,  i t s  f i n a l  s t a t e 
d e t e r m i n e d  a s  mu c h  b y  h e a t  a n d  g ra v i t y  a s  b y  t h e  a r t i s t ’s 
h a n d .

Th a t  s a m e  e n e r g y  c a r r i e s  i n t o  h e r  p a i nt i n g s .  Us i n g  o i l  s t i c k 
o n  p a p e r  o r  p o u re d  a c r y l i c ,  G re e n  e x t e n d s  t h e  l a n g u a g e  o f 
t o u c h  i n t o  p u re  m o t i o n . . . d ra w i n g  a s  c o nt i nu a t i o n  ra t h e r  t h a n 
d e p i c t i o n .  Pi g m e nt  a c c u mu l a t e s  t h ro u g h  t o u c h  a n d  t i m e ;  t h e 
m a rk s  l o o p ,  s t u t t e r,  a n d  re p e a t  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  b o d i l y  rh y t h m 
t h a t  d r i v e s  h e r  c o i l i n g  a n d  s t a c k i n g  o f  c l a y.  In  b o t h  p ra c t i c e s , 
t h e  b o d y  i s  t h e  i n s t r u m e nt  t h ro u g h  w h i c h  m a t e r i a l  t h i n k s .

Th e  t h e m e  o f  c h a n c e  i n t i m a c y  r e c u rs  t h ro u g h o u t  t h e 
e x h i b i t i o n :  Tur n ing  Toward  c a n  b e  r e a d  a s  a  n o d  t o  w h e e l 
w o rk ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a n  e m b ra c e  o f  c h a n g e  i t s e l f ,  o f  g ro w t h 
t h ro u g h  re s i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e  q u i e t  o p t i m i s m  o f  t r a n s fo r m a t i o n . 
Ac ro s s  t h e s e  w o rk s ,  p l a y  b e c o m e s  p h i l o s o p h y :  e a c h  a c t  o f 
m a k i n g  h o l d s  w i t h i n  i t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u n d o i n g ,  a n d  o f 
b e g i n n i n g  a g a i n .

D o n n a  G re e n  ( Au s t ra l i a n ,  b .  1 9 6 0 )  h o l d s  a  BA  i n  In d u s t r i a l 
D e s i g n  f ro m  t h e  S yd n e y  C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  Ar t s  ( 1 9 8 4 )  a n d 
re l o c a t e d  t o  Ne w  Yo rk  i n  1 9 8 5 ,  w h e re  s h e  w o rk e d  a s  a n 
e d i t o r  a t  In d u s t r i a l  D e s i g n  M a g a z i n e  b e fo re  t u r n i n g  f u l l y  t o 
s t u d i o  p ra c t i c e .  S h e  b e g a n  w o rk i n g  i n  c l a y  i n  1 9 8 8 ,  s t u d y i n g 
a t  G re e nw i c h  Ho u s e  Po t t e r y  a n d  Th e  Ne w  S c h o o l  i n  Ne w 
Yo rk ,  a n d  l a t e r  a t  t h e  Na t i o n a l  Ar t  S c h o o l  i n  S yd n e y  ( 1 9 9 7 ) . 
He r  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  p re s e nt e d  i n  s o l o  e x h i b i t i o n s  a t  Ho s t l e r 
B u r ro w s  ( Ne w  Yo rk  /  L o s  An g e l e s ) ,  H B 3 8 1  Ga l l e r y  ( Ne w 
Yo rk ) ,  Mc C l a i n  Ga l l e r y  ( Ho u s t o n ) ,  a n d  Ut o p i a  Ar t  S yd n e y, 
a m o n  o t h e rs ,  a n d  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p e r m a n e nt  c o l l e c t i o n s 
o f  t h e  Mu s e u m  o f  Ap p l i e d  Ar t s  &  S c i e n c e s  ( S yd n e y )  a n d 
t h e  L i e b e r  C o l l e c t i o n  ( E a s t  H a mp t o n ,  N Y ) .  G re e n  l i v e s  a n d 
w o rk s  i n  Ne w  Yo rk  a n d  S yd n e y.

G re e n  d ra w s  o n  c e ra m i c  t ra d i t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  a n c i e nt  Jō m o n 
o f  Ja p a n  t o  C h i n e s e  H a n  s t o ra g e  j a r s  a n d  s c h o l a r s ’  ro c k s 
( g o n s h i ) ,  g ro u n d i n g  h e r  w o rk  i n  a  s t u d y  o f  n a t u ra l  a n d 
c u l t u ra l  t r a n s fo r m a t i o n .  A s  D o n n a  G re e n  s a i d  i n  C e ra m i c s 
No w, “ Th e  w o rk  i s  m y  b o d y,  t o r s o ,  f i n g e r s ,  e l b o w s ,  c h i n . 
Th e  w o rk  h a s  n o  f u n c t i o n ;  i t  o n l y  r e l a t e s  t o  m y  o w n  s e l f 
p h y s i c a l l y  a n d  p s yc h o l o g i c a l l y.  I  h a v e  r e l e a s e d  m y s e l f  o f 
a l l  t h e  p re v i o u s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  ye t  t h e re  i s  s t i l l  a  v e s s e l .”  He r 
fo r m s ,  G re e nw i c h  Ho u s e  Po t t e r y  n o t e s ,  a re  “r e m i n i s c e nt  o f 
c a s t  b ro n z e ,  c o mp r i s e d  o f  t h e  s w e l l s  a n d  d e p re s s i o n s  t h a t  a re 
m o re  o f t e n  t h e  p u r v i e w  o f  m e t a l  t h a n  c l a y.”
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I N DE X  OF  WOR K S

Alchemy ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

33 x  10  1/2 in .

Body ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

28 1/2 x  12  in .

Swan ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

33 1/2 x  13  in .

The Kiss ,  2024
glazed  stone ware

20 1/2 x  14  in .

Chance ,  2025
glazed  stone ware
34 1/2 x  10  1/2 in .

Being ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

17 1/2 x  10  in .

Sol ,  2025
underglaze, stoneware

17 x  8  in .

Untit led ,  2025
oi l  s t ick  on  Arches  paper

d iptych , each  30  x  22  1/2 in . 

Beyond ,  2025
acryl ic  pa int  on  wood pane l
d iptych , each  22  x  26  inches

Burst ,  2025
underglaze, stoneware

23 x  15  in .

Untit led ,  2025
oi l  s t ick  on  Arches  paper

30  x  22  1/2 in .

D iva ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

18 1/2 x  14  in .

Untit led ,  2025
oi l  s t ick  on  Arches  paper

30  x  22  1/2 in .

Cacaphony ,  2019
glazed  stone ware

20 1/2 x  18  in .

Untit led ,  2025
oi l  s t ick  on  Arches  paper

30  x  22  1/2 in .

Matter ,  2025
glazed  stone ware

16 x  10  in .
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