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S EV E N  S I S T E R S
A L L I S O N  M I L L E R  |  l o v e
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 – N o v e m b e r  8 ,  2 0 2 5

S e v e n  S i s t e r s  p re s e nt s  l o ve ,  t h e  g a l l e r y ’s  f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n 
w i t h  L o s  An g e l e s – b a s e d  p a i nt e r  A l l i s o n  M i l l e r .  Fe a t u r i n g 
a  n e w  b o d y  o f  w o rk s  c re a t e d  i n  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  g a l l e r y ’s 
a r c h i t e c t u re ,  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  m a rk s  M i l l e r ’s  Te x a s  d e b u t  a n d 
a  b o l d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  h e r  s i n g u l a r,  e v e r- i nv e nt i v e  a p p ro a c h 
t o  a b s t ra c t i o n .

M i l l e r  i s  k n o w n  fo r  h e r  v i v i d  a n d  i d i o s y n c ra t i c 
e x p e r i m e nt a t i o n s  w i t h  v i s u a l  l a n g u a g e ,  r e s i s t i n g  f i x e d 
m e a n i n g s  w h i l e  d ra w i n g  v i e w e rs  i n t o  a  s p a c e  o f  i m m e d i a c y, 
i mp ro v i s a t i o n ,  a n d  m a t e r i a l  p l a y.  Wo rk i n g  w i t h  o i l ,  o i l 
s t i c k ,  a c r y l i c ,  a n d  c o l l a g e  o n  c a nv a s ,  s h e  b r i n g s  a  s h a r p 
fo r m a l  s e n s i b i l i t y — b a l a n c i n g  g ra p h i c  c o l o r  w i t h  s ub t l e 
d e t a i l — t o  c o mp o s i t i o n s  s h e  t r e a t s  a s  s t r u c t u re s  b u i l t  i n 
t i m e :  f l o a t e d ,  i n t e r r u p t e d ,  a n d  re a s s e m b l e d .  He r  s u r f a c e s 
r e g i s t e r  b o t h  i n t u i t i o n  a n d  e x a c t i t u d e ,  p l a y  a n d  r i g o r—
f i e l d s  o f  t e x t u re  t h a t  b e c o m e  a t  o n c e  r e c o rd s  o f  d e c i s i o n -
m a k i n g  a n d  s i t e s  o f  s u r p r i s e .

O n e  b l a c k ,  i n k y  w o rk  o n  p a p e r,  S t range r ,  i s  s t r e t c h e d 
i n t o  s c u l p t u re :  u n f ra m e d ,  p u n c h e d  w i t h  g ro m m e t s ,  a n d 
c u t  o p e n ,  i t  e x t e n d s  a n  a c c o rd i o n e d  a r ro w  f ro m  w a l l  t o 
f l o o r.  Th e  g l o s s y,  p a t e nt  l e a t h e r- l i k e  s u r f a c e  r e f l e c t s  l i k e 
a  m a g i c i a n’s  s l e i g ht  o f  h a n d — l o o p i n g  t h e  v i e w e r  a w a y 
f ro m  re s o l u t i o n  o n l y  t o  r e t u r n  t h e m  t o  t h e  a c t  o f  l o o k i n g . 
Zodiac ,  a  p a i n t i n g  t h a t  t o y s  w i t h  t h e  l a t t i c e  o f  s i g n s ,  u s e s 
t h e  s t r u c t u re  o f  a  s o f t e n e d  c ro s s w o rd  p u z z l e  t o  s u p p o r t , 
o r g a n i z e ,  a n d  s ub v e r t  p o c k e t s  o f  m e a n i n g  a n d  s y m b o l 
t h ro u g h o u t .  Tra c i n g s ,  s mu d g e s  o f  c o l o r,  a n d  l e t t e r fo r m s 
g a t h e r  a n d  d i s p e r s e  a c ro s s  t h e  g r i d ,  u l t i m a t e l y  g a l v a n i z i n g 
i n t o  o n e  i m a g e ,  o n e  o b j e c t . 

Fo r  l o ve ,  M i l l e r  s c a l e s  u p  m a n y  o f  h e r  c a nv a s e s  a n d  l e a n s 
f u r t h e r  i n t o  t h e  c o nt ra d i c t i o n s  i n h e re nt  t o  p a i nt i n g — t h e 
t h e a t e r  o f  i t s  m a k i n g .  G r i d s  u n ra v e l ,  a r ro w s  b e n d  l o g i c ,  a n d 
fo r m s  t h a t  s u g g e s t  s t a g e s ,  i n d e x e s ,  o r  s h a rd s  o f  a rc h i t e c t u re 
e m e r g e  a n d  d i s s o l v e  w i t h  p a i nt e r l y  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d 
m i s c h i e v o u s  e d g e .  A l l u s i o n s  t o  n o s t a l g i a  a n d  t h e  d e c o ra t i v e 
a p p e a r  ye t  r e m a i n  a rd e nt l y  e q u i v o c a l .  Si lver  cha in , r ibbons 
and buttons , a  ha i rband—mingle  democrat ica l ly  w ith 
atmospher ic  f ie lds  of  color, l e tter forms , and g raphic  symbols 
across  the  surfaces , no  one  e lement  pr iv i leged  above  another. 
A trac ing  i s  a  gesture, a  thread  i s  a  mark . What  i s  intu i ted 
becomes  intent ion;  what  i s  spontaneous  becomes  repet i t ion .

L i k e  Zodiac ’s  s t a r t i n g  p o i nt ,  t h e s e  p a i n t i n g s  o p e ra t e  l i k e 
u n f i n i s h e d  c ro s s w o rd  p u z z l e s :  l e g i b l e  a s  s y s t e m s ,  ye t  o p e n 
t o  i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  –  m e a n i n g s  mu l t i p l y  r a t h e r  t h a n 
re s o l v e .  L i f e  i s  l i k e  t h a t .  Pa i nt i n g  i s  l i k e  t h a t .  Th e  n e x t 
m o v e  c o u l d  p u l l  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r— o r  m a k e  i t  f a l l  a p a r t . 

I f  t h e re  i s  a  “t a b l e ” h e re ,  i t  i s  o n e  s e t  w i t h  n o t e s ,  f r a g m e nt s , 
l e f t o v e r s ,  a n d  s e e m i n g  n o n - s e q u i t u rs — a  l e d g e r  o f  fo r m  a s 
f e e l i n g ,  a  s t a g e  fo r  a  r e s t l e s s  m i n d .  In s t a l l e d  t h ro u g h o u t 
S e v e n  S i s t e r s ,  t h e s e  w o rk s  h e i g ht e n  a  s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n a l i t y 
a n d  s p a t i a l  p l a y :  p a i n t i n g s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  u n fo l d  w i t h i n 
t h e m s e l v e s  b u t  a l s o  c o nv e r s e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  w i t h  t h e 
s u r ro u n d i n g  a rc h i t e c t u re .  In  t h i s  w a y,  l o ve  e m e r g e s  a s  b o t h 
a  b o d y  o f  w o rk  a n d  a  s i t e - s p e c i f i c  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  a t t u n e d  t o 
t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  c o l o r,  s u r f a c e ,  s h a p e ,  a n d  m o v e m e nt .
 

A l l i s o n  M i l l e r  ( b .  1 9 7 4 ,  Ev a n s t o n ,  I L)  l i v e s  a n d  w o rk s  i n 
L o s  An g e l e s .  D ra w i n g  f ro m  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  s o u rc e s  –  a r t 
h i s t o r y,  c a r t o o n s ,  g ra p h i c s ,  n a t u re ,  a n d  h e r  o w n  l i f e ,  t o 
n a m e  j u s t  a  f e w  –  M i l l e r ’s  w o rk s  d e a l  w i t h  b o t h  s y s t e m  a n d 
i n t u i t i o n ,  i n d e x  a n d  i mp ro v i s a t i o n  -  r e v e a l i n g  p a i nt i n g  a s  a 
s i t e  fo r  t h o u g ht  a n d  d i s c o v e r y. 
 
M i l l e r  r e c e i v e d  h e r  M FA  f ro m  t h e  Un i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i fo r n i a , 
L o s  An g e l e s ,  a n d  h e r  BFA  f ro m  R h o d e  Is l a n d  S c h o o l 
o f  D e s i g n .  S h e  h a s  e x h i b i t e d  w i d e l y  a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d 
g a l l e r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o l o  e x h i b i t i o n s  a t  Su s a n  In g l e t t 
Ga l l e r y  ( Ne w  Yo rk ) ,  Th e  Pi t  ( L o s  An g e l e s ) ,  a n d  AC M E . 
( L o s  An g e l e s ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  g ro u p  e x h i b i t i o n s  a t  S h r i n e , 
L A , M i l e s  Mc E n e r y,  N Y, Ph i l i p  M a r t i n ,  L A , Ku n s t mu s e u m 
Mü h l h e i m  a n  d e r  R u h r,  t h e  Pi z z u t i  C o l l e c t i o n ,  C o l u m b u s , 
a n d  t h e  H a m m e r  Mu s e u m , L A .

M i l l e r ’s  w o rk  c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  p e r m a n e nt  c o l l e c t i o n s 
o f  t h e  Fra n c e s  L e h m a n  L o e b  Ar t  C e nt e r,  Va s s a r  C o l l e g e ; 
t h e  O ra n g e  C o u nt y  Mu s e u m  o f  Ar t ,  Ne w p o r t  B e a c h ;  t h e 
Pi z z u t i  C o l l e c t i o n ,  C o l u m b u s ;  t h e  S a nt a  B a rb a ra  Mu s e u m 
o f  Ar t ;  a n d  t h e  Ne ub e r g e r  Mu s e u m  o f  Ar t ,  Pu rc h a s e , 
a m o n g  o t h e rs .  He r  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  re v i e w e d  i n  Ar t fo r u m , 
Fr i e z e ,  Th e  Ne w  Yo rk e r,  Hy p e ra l l e r g i c ,  a n d  Th e  L o s 
An g e l e s  Ti m e s ,  a m o n g  o t h e rs .

B l u e  G r e e n  Cu r v e ,  2 0 2 5
o i l ,  o i l  s t i c k ,  a c r y l i c ,  t h re a d  a n d  s i l v e r  c h a i n ,  1 0 3  3/4  x  5 0  1/2  i n c h e s 

.
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I N D E X  O F  WO R K S

S EV E N  S I S T E R S
A L L I S O N  M I L L E R  |  l o v e

Fu g a z i ,  2 0 2 5
oil, oil stick, acrylic, ribbon 
and thread on canvas
72 x 75 inches

G o l d  S q u a r e ,  2 0 2 5
oil stick and acrylic on canvas
35 x 35 inches

Po e m ,  2 0 2 5
oil, oil stick, acrylic and ribbon on canvas
72 x 75 inches

B l u e  G r e e n  Cu r v e ,  2 0 2 5  ( r i g ht )
o i l ,  o i l  s t i c k ,  a c r y l i c ,  t h re a d  a n d  s i l v e r 

c h a i n
1 0 3  3/4  x  5 0  1/2  i n c h e s 

L a n d s c a p e ,  2 0 2 5
o i l  s t i c k ,  r i b b o n ,  a n d  a c r y l i c  o n  c a nv a s
1 0 8  x  1 0 6  i n c h e s 
( 4  c a nv a s e s ,  e a c h  5 4  x  5 3  1/2  i n c h e s )

Zo d i a c ,  2 0 2 5
oil, oil stick, acrylic, and ribbon on canvas
135 x 122 inches
(4 canvases, 61 x 67.5 inches each)

Ni g h t ,  2 0 2 5
oil stick, acrylic, buttons, hair band and 
thread on canvas
35 x 35 inches

G r e e n  B a n i s t e r,  2 0 2 5
oil stick and acrylic on canvas
35 x 35 inches

S t r a n g e r,  2 0 2 5  
s p ra y  p a i nt ,  t r a c i n g  p a p e r,  a c r y l i c  p a i n t , 
g ro m m e t s  o n  p a p e r  w i t h  m e t a l  p i e c e ,  a n d 
h o o k s ,  7 9  1 / 2  x  5 2  i n c h e s  ( a r ro w :  9 3  i n . )


