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S EV E N  S I S T E R SM A R G O T  B E C K E R 
a  T h o u s a n d  F l o w e r s

J u n e  1 4 – A u g u s t  2 ,  2 0 2 5

M a r g o t  B e c k e r ’s  a  Th o u s a n d  Fl o w e rs  b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r 
r e c e nt  w o v e n  w o rk s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  s e l e c t i o n  d e v e l o p e d 
d u r i n g  h e r  2 0 2 3  re s i d e n c y  a t  t h e  Ho u s t o n  C e nt e r  fo r 
C o nt e mp o ra r y  C ra f t  ( H C C C ) ,  t h a t  e x p l o re  h o w  b e a u t y, 
g e s t u re ,  a n d  t i m e  c a n  b e  h e l d  i n  c l o t h .  Th e  e x h i b i t i o n’s 
t i t l e  d ra w s  f ro m  t h e  m e d i e v a l  t a p e s t r y  m o t i f  k n o w n  a s 
m i l l e f l e u r— a  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  w e a v i n g  t ra d i t i o n  i n  w h i c h 
c o u nt l e s s  s m a l l  f l o w e rs  f i l l  t h e  b a c k g ro u n d — e v o k i n g  a 
s e n s e  o f  a b u n d a n c e ,  i n t i m a c y,  a n d  q u i e t  c o mp l e x i t y  t h a t 
r e s o n a t e s  t h ro u g h o u t  B e c k e r ’s  w o rk .

S i n c e  r e c e i v i n g  h e r  M FA  i n  St u d i o  Ar t  f ro m  C a l i fo r n i a 
C o l l e g e  o f  t h e  Ar t s  i n  S a n  Fra n c i s c o ,  B e c k e r— n o w 
b a s e d  i n  Hu d s o n ,  Ne w  Yo rk — h a s  b e c o m e  k n o w n  fo r  h e r 
p re c i s e ,  s e n s u o u s  w e a v i n g s  ro o t e d  i n  s u s t a i n a b l e  t e x t i l e 
t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  s l o w  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  h a n d c ra f t .  D ra w i n g 
o n  e c o l o g y  a n d  i n t i m a c y,  h e r  w o rk  e mp l o y s  r e p e t i t i o n  a n d 
n a t u ra l  m a t e r i a l s  t o  c re a t e  t e x t i l e s  t h a t  s e r v e  a s  v e s s e l s  fo r 
e m o t i o n a l  d e p t h  a n d  l i v e d  e x p e r i e n c e .

a  Th o u s a n d  Fl o w e rs  m a rk s  a  s ub t l e  e v o l u t i o n  i n  h e r 
p ra c t i c e — t o w a rd  i mp e r m a n e n c e ,  a b s t ra c t i o n ,  a n d 
t ra n s fo r m a t i o n .  Th e  w o rk s  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s ,  w o v e n  o v e r  t h e 
co u rs e  o f  t h re e  ye a r s ,   i n co r p o ra te  t e c h n i q u e s  f i r s t  d e v e l o p e d 
d u r i n g  h e r  t i m e  a t  H C C C . Wh i l e  i n  Ho u s t o n ,  B e c k e r  w a s 
i n s p i re d  b y  t h e  c i t y ’s  c l i m a t e  t o  e x p e r i m e nt  w i t h  m e l t i n g 
i c e  c ub e s  l a c e d  w i t h  d ye s  o nt o  h e r  w a r p  t h re a d s — a  p ro c e s s 
t h a t  l e f t  d e l i c a t e  s t a i n s  a n d  i mp re s s i o n s ,  i n t o  w h i c h  s h e 
w o v e  r e m e m b e re d  i m a g e s  o f  f l o w e rs  s e e n  i n  l o c a l  b o t a n i c a l 
p a rk s .  Th e re ,  B e c k e r  b e g a n  p a i nt i n g  d i r e c t l y  o nt o  h e r  w a r p 
t h re a d s  w i t h  a c r y l i c  p a i n t  i n  i n t u i t i v e  g e s t u re s .  O n c e  d r i e d , 
t h e  w a r p  i s  w o u n d  o nt o  h e r  l o o m  a n d  re p e a t e d l y  s t r e t c h e d 
i n  t h e  w e a v i n g  p ro c e s s .  Th e  o r i g i n a l  i m a g e  d i s t o r t s ,  s o f t e n s , 
a n d  d i s s o l v e s .  Wh a t  r e m a i n s  i s  n o t  a  p i c t u re  b u t  a  t r a c e —
f ra g m e nt e d ,  a t m o s p h e r i c ,  a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y  c h a r g e d .   In t o 
t h i s  f i e l d ,  s h e  w e a v e s  f u r t h e r  i m a g e r y  u s i n g  d i s c o nt i nu o u s 
w e f t s .  In  h e r  n e w e s t  w o rk s ,  t h i s  m e t h o d  i s  f u r t h e r  r e f i n e d , 
y i e l d i n g  c o mp o s i t i o n s  t h a t  f e e l  l i k e  s e n s a t i o n s  r e t u r n i n g 
f ro m  j u s t  b e yo n d  re a c h .

“ Th e s e  p i e c e s  a re  ab ou t  b eau t y  a s  a  rad i c a l  a c t ,”  B e c k e r 
s h a re d  i n  a  r e c e nt  c o nv e r s a t i o n .  “ Th e y ’re  ab ou t  t h e  n e ed 
t o  f i nd  t e nd e r n e s s — e ve n  p l e a s u re — w h e n  e v e r y t h ing  a round 
u s  f e e l s  f ra y ed  and  e x h au s t ed .  We  l i v e  i n  a  m om e nt  w h e re 
c onv e r sa t i on s  f e e l  s t ra in ed ,  a s  t h ough  we ’ v e  f o rgo t t e n  h ow 

t o  l i s t e n .  Th e s e  wo rk s  a re  ab ou t  s ub t l e t y — ab ou t  l e a r n ing  t o 
s p eak  w i t h ,  n o t  o v e r,  on e  an o t h e r .”

Th ro u g h o u t  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n ,  f l o ra l  i m a g e r y  a p p e a rs  n o t  a s 
o r n a m e nt ,  b u t  a s  m e t a p h o r.  R e n d e re d  i n  d ye  a n d  t h re a d , 
f l o w e rs  b e c o m e  g e s t u re s  o f  c a re ,  e m b l e m s  o f  l o n g i n g , 
a n d  s y m b o l s  o f  f r a g i l e  ye t  e n d u r i n g  c o n n e c t i o n .  Th e 
w e a v i n g s  r e a d  l e s s  a s  i m a g e s  t h a n  a s  e m o t i o n a l  w e a t h e r—
e nv i ro n m e nt s  t h a t  h o v e r  b e t w e e n  p re s e n c e  a n d  a b s e n c e . 
a  Th o u s a n d  Fl o w e rs  g a t h e rs  i n s i g ht s  i n t o  a  b o d y  o f  w o rk 
t h a t  s p e a k s  w i t h  p re c i s i o n  a n d  s o f t n e s s — re m i n d i n g  u s 
t h a t  t e n d e r n e s s ,  l i k e  w e a v i n g ,  i s  b o t h  a  l a b o r  a n d  a  fo r m 
o f  r e s i s t a n c e .

Mar go t  B e cke r  ( b .  1 9 8 6 , Oa k  Blu f f s ,  M A )  i s  a n  a r t i s t , 
we ave r,  a nd  e du cator  l i v i ng  i n  Hu d s on , N Y. Th rough  t ac t i l e 
pro ce ss e s ,  she  e x plore s  the  s e n s e  o f  p l ace ,  the  n atu ra l 
e nv i ron me nt ,  a nd  the  con ne c t ion  b e t we e n  the  i nd iv idu a l  a nd 
the  com mu n a l  sub con s c iou s .  S i nce  g radu at i ng  f rom  Ba rd  i n 
2 0 0 9 , Ma r got ’s  path  h a s  t a ke n  he r  th rough  ne a r ly  a  d e cad e  o f 
to t a l  i m me rs ion  i n  a n i m a l  hu s ba nd r y  a nd  m i l lwork  to  b e t te r 
u nd e rs t a nd  the  p oss i b i l i t i e s  a nd  l i m i t a t ion s  o f  su s t a i n able 
te x t i l e  pro du c t ion .

B oth  a  fora ge r  a nd  a n  id e a l i s t ,  B e cke r ’s  work  e ng a ge s  w i th 
e co lo g y  a nd  a  d e s i re  to  u nd e rs t a nd  the  or i g i n s  o f  c lo th  a nd 
the  l i ve s  a f fe c te d  by  i t .  Re - ca l i bra t i ng  he r  id e a l i sm  w i th 
a n  a r t i s t i c  prac t i ce ,  B e cke r  h a s  ce nte re d  he r  work  th rough 
a lw ays  b e i ng  pre s e nt ,  f rom  h a nd s - on  sp i n n i ng , dy i ng , 
we av i ng ,  p e r form a nce,  a nd  d raw i ng  to  te mp ora l  s i te - sp e c i f i c 
we av i ng s .  He r  work  h a s  b e e n  e x h i b i te d  i n  Ne w  York , Sa n 
Fra nc i s co ,  L os  Ange le s ,  C h ica go  a nd  Hou ston .

She  h a s  a t te nd e d  re s id e nc ie s  a t  the  Hou ston  Ce nte r  for 
Conte mp ora r y  Cra f t ,  AC R E , Mi ld re d ’s  L a ne,  R abbi t  Is l a nd 
a nd  A Z  We st ,  re ce ive d  he r  BA  i n  s tu d io  a r t  f rom  Ba rd 
Col l e ge  i n  2 0 0 9  a nd  he r  M FA  f rom  C a l i forn i a  Col l e ge  o f  the 
Art s  i n  2 0 2 0  whe re  she  w a s  aw a rd e d  the  E dw i n  Anthony  & 
Ad e l a i ne  B ou d re au x  C ad o g a n  S chol a rsh ip  a nd  the  Ton i  A . 
L owe nth a l  Me mor i a l  S chol a rsh ip  for  E xce l l e nce  i n  Te x t i l e s . 
He r  work  w a s  re ce nt ly  i nc lu d e d  i n  the  g roup  e x h i b i t ion 
Sh i f t  C h a nge  a t  the  Pac i f i c  Northwe st  Qu i l t  &  Fi b e r  Art s 
Mu s e u m , L a  Con ne r,  WA . B e cke r ’s  work  w a s  fe a tu re d  i n 
S e ve n  S i s te rs ’ f i r s t  g roup  e x h i b i ton  Li k e  a  Crowd  o f  E x t ra s .

f l o w e r,  s n a k e ,  e g g ,  2 0 2 3
c o t t o n ,  l i n e n ,  h a n d  d ye d ,  m e t a l l i c  t h re a d  h a n d w o v e n  o n  a n  8 - h a r n e s s

f l o o r  l o o m , s e w n  o nt o  p r i m e d  c a nv a s ,  3 4  x  5 9  ¾  i n c h e s  

.
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I N D E X  O F  WO R K S

po l l inat ion ,  2024
cotton , l inen . handwoven on a 
4  harness  f loor  loom se w n onto 
hand- dyed canva s
32 x  29  inches 	

S EV E N  S I S T E R S
M A R G O T  B E C K E R 

a  T h o u s a n d  F l o w e r s

f l o w e r,  s n a k e ,  e g g ,  2 0 2 3
c o t t o n ,  l i n e n ,  h a n d  d ye d ,  m e t a l l i c  t h re a d  h a n d w o v e n 
o n  a n  8 - h a r n e s s  f l o o r  l o o m  s e w n  o nt o  p r i m e d  c a nv a s
3 4  x  5 9  ¾  i n c h e s   	  
f r a m e d :  3 6  x  6 1  x  2  i n c h e s

g a r d e n  p a r t y ,  2 0 2 5
cotton , l inen . handwoven on a 
4  harness  f loor  loom se w n onto 
hand- dyed canva s
3 0  x  2 9  i n c h e s   	

branch ing  out ,  2025
cotton , l inen . handwoven on a 
4  harness  f loor  loom se w n onto 
hand- dyed canva s
33 x  29  inches 	

encounte rs ,  2022
cotton , l inen . handwoven on a 
4  harness  f loor  loom se w n onto 
hand- dyed canva s
28 x  29  inches 	

n o t  f a d e  a w a y ,  2 0 2 5
cotton , l inen . handwoven on a 
4  harness  f loor  loom se w n onto 
hand- dyed canva s
3 1  x  2 9  i n c h e s   	

g a r l a n d ,  2 0 2 5
cotton , l inen . handwoven on 
a  4  harness  f loor  loom se w n 
onto  hand- dyed canva s
3 3  x  3 0  i n c h e s   	

c o n c re t e  swamps  an d  s p i d e r  l i l i e s ,  2023
cotton , l inen . hand- dyed thread  handwoven 
on an  8-harness  f loor  loom, suspended f rom 
walnut  wood w ith  bra ss  t acks
6 0  x  5 0  i n c h e s  

l i l i e s  a n d  c y p r e s s  k n e e s ,  2 0 2 5
cotton , l inen , hand dyed , meta l l i c 
thread  handwoven on an  8  harness 
f loor  loom, suspended f rom walnut 
wood w ith  bra ss  t acks
5 0  x  3 0  i n c h e s  	  

joy ,  2025
cotton , l inen , meta l l i c 
thread , handwoven 
on a  4  harness  f loor 
loom se w n onto 
canva s
13 x  12  inches

aff ini ty ,  2025
cotton , l inen , meta l l i c 
thread , handwoven on 
a  4  harness  f loor  loom 

se w n onto  canva s
15 x  12  inches

hope ,  2025
cotton , l inen , meta l l i c 
thread , handwoven on 
a  4  harness  f loor  loom 
se w n onto  canva s
14 x  12  inches


