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S EV E N  S I S T E R S

K E N T  D O R N :  G A RA G E  D A Y S
M a r c h  1 5 – A p r i l  1 9 ,  2 0 2 5

Wi t h  Garage  Days ,  Ho u s t o n - b a s e d  Ke nt  D o r n  ( b .  1 9 7 7 , 
S o u t h  C a ro l i n a )  u nv e i l s  a  t ro v e  o f  d ra w i n g s  f ro m  2 0 1 4  i n  h i s 
f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  S e v e n  S i s t e r s ,  o p e n i n g  M a rc h  1 5 .

Th e  e x h i b i t i o n  s h a re s  i t s  t i t l e ,  Garage  Days ,  w i t h  t h e  1 9 8 7     
                  E P,  f e a t u r i n g  c o v e r  s o n g s  i n f l u e nt i a l  t o  t h e 
b a n d ’s  e a r l y  d e v e l o p m e nt .  A s  a  yo u n g  t e e n ,  D o r n  c o n s i d e re d 
i t  a  s e m i n a l  a l b u m , a n d  h i s  r e p u r p o s i n g  o f  t h e  t i t l e  h e re  i s 
n o t  o n l y  a n  h o m a g e  t o  t h e  fo r m a t i v e  i mp a c t  o f  m e t a l  mu s i c , 
i t s  e t h o s ,  a n d  i c o n o g ra p h y  o n  h i s  l i f e  a n d  w o rk  b u t  a l s o  a 
t o n g u e - i n - c h e e k  re f e re n c e  t o  h i s  g a ra g e  s t u d i o ,  w h e re  t h e s e 
w o rk s  w e re  m a d e .

H a v i n g  g ro w n  u p  i n  a  d e s o l a t e ,  c u l t u ra l l y  d e p re s s e d  p a r t  o f 
S o u t h  C a ro l i n a ,  t h e  s ub j e c t s  o f  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  re c a l l  D o r n’s 
yo u t h ,  w h e n  t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  o f  a  d e c l i n i n g  r e g i o n  a n d  a 
l e s s  t h a n  i d y l l i c  h o m e l i f e  fo s t e re d  a  fo r l o r n  s e n s e  o f  d re a d . 
At  a  yo u n g  a g e ,  s u r ro u n d e d  b y  r u ra l  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e c a y, 
h e  a l r e a d y  u n d e rs t o o d  t h e  i mp e r m a n e n c e  o f  t h i n g s  —  a 
r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  c o nt i nu e s  t o  c a t a l y z e  h i s  p ro j e c t s .

Po s t - g ra d u a t e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  p ro d u c t i v e  p e r i o d  o f 
m a k i n g  i n c re a s i n g l y  c o nv e nt i o n a l ,  a nt i - ro m a nt i c  l a n d s c a p e 
p a i nt i n g s  o n  c a nv a s ,  D o r n  b e c a m e  re s t l e s s  w i t h  h i s  p ro c e s s 
a n d  b e g a n  e x p e r i m e nt i n g  w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  a g a i n .  In  2 0 1 4 , 
s e a rc h i n g  fo r  a  m o re  d i r e c t  a n d  l e s s  o r t h o d o x  m e t h o d 
o f  w o rk i n g ,  h e  t o o k  t h e  s a m e  a c r y l i c  w a s h e s  h e ’d  b e e n 
u s i n g  o n  c a nv a s  a n d  b e g a n  a p p l y i n g  t h i n  v e i l s  o f  g h o s t l y 
s t a i n s  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  t ra n s i e nt ,  ub i q u i t o u s  m a t e r i a l s 
a v a i l a b l e  –  c a rdb o a rd .  O f  c o u rs e ,  a s  m a t e r i a l ,  c a rdb o a rd  h a s 
c o n n o t a t i o n s  w i t h  d e re l i c t i o n  t h a t ’s  m i r ro re d  i n  h i s  s ub j e c t s , 
b u t  t h i s  c h o i c e  w a s  a l s o  a  r e f e re n c e ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  p a i nt e r s 
h e  w a s  l o o k i n g  a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  In  a  n o d  t o  t i t a n s  l i k e 
E d w a rd  Mu n c h  a n d  To u l o u s e - L a u t re c ,  w h o  a d d re s s e d  i d e a s 

o f  t i m e  a n d  e p h e m e ra l i t y  i n  t h e i r  o w n  w a y s ,  D o r n  u s e d 
c a rdb o a rd  a s  a  s u p p o r t  p re c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  i t  p a ra l l e l e d  t h e 
r i c k e t y  f a t e  o f  h i s  s ub j e c t s .

Fo r  t h e  w o rk s  i n  Garage  Days ,  D o r n  u s e d  c a rb o n  p a p e r 
t o  t ra n s fe r  fo u n d  p h o t o s  h e ’d  c o l l e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  ye a r s  o nt o 
c a rdb o a rd  –  e s s e nt i a l l y  a  m e t h o d  o f  p r i n t i n g  –  t o  fo r m  a 
s o r t  o f  p s yc h o l o g i c a l  s e l f - p o r t ra i t .  H i s  s ub j e c t s  s e e m i n g l y 
f l u c t u a t e  b e t w e e n  e p h e m e ra l  a n d  g ra p h i c  w o r l d s ,  w i t h 
e a c h  i m a g e  t ra n s p o r t i n g  h i m  b a c k  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  o r 
s c e n a r i o  f ro m  h i s  yo u t h .  Th i s  p e r i o d  o f  d e v e l o p m e nt  w a s 
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  a w a y  f ro m  p a i nt i n g ,  a n d 
e v e nt u a l l y  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e - s c a l e ,  l a ye re d  g ra p h i t e 
d ra w i n g s  o n  j o i n e d  t ra c i n g  p a p e r  t h a t  h a v e  b e c o m e  h i s  fo c u s .

Th e  e x h i b i t i o n  t o p s  w i t h  The Smal l  Hours ,  a  s i n g l e  p a i n t i n g 
o f  a  yo u n g  m a n  g a z i n g  o u t  a  b e d ro o m  w i n d o w. B a t h e d  i n  a 
s u p e r n a t u ra l  b l u e - g re e n  g l o w  re m i n i s c e nt  o f  a  s c e n e  f ro m 
a  l a t e  1 9 8 0 s  h o r ro r  f i l m  o r  a  Fre d e r i c  R e m i n g t o n  n i g ht 
p a i nt i n g ,  t h e  o m i n o u s  p re s e n c e  a t  t h e  c e nt e r  o f  t h e  s h o w 
c u e s  t h e  v i e w e r  t o  k e e p  l o o k i n g  b e yo n d  t h e  s u r f a c e .

Ke nt  D o r n  l i v e s  a n d  w o rk s  i n  Ho u s t o n .  He  re c e i v e d  h i s 
BFA  f ro m  An d e rs o n  C o l l e g e  ( 1 9 9 9 )  a n d  h i s  M FA  f ro m  t h e 
Un i v e r s i t y  o f  Ho u s t o n  ( 2 0 0 5 ) .  He  h a s  s h o w n  t h ro u g h o u t 
Te x a s  a n d  i n  Ne w  Yo rk ,  C h i c a g o ,  To ro nt o ,  a n d  C o p e n h a g e n . 
In  2 0 2 0 ,  h i s  d ra w i n g s  w e re  i n c l u d e d  i n  Targe t  Tex as : 
D raw n Wor ld s  a t  t h e  Ar t  Mu s e u m  o f  S o u t h  Te x a s ,  C o r p u s 
C h r i s t i .  H i s  w o rk  h a s  b e e n  re v i e w e d  i n  t h e  Ne w  Yo rk  Ti m e s 
a n d  h a s  b e e n  f e a t u re d  i n  Ne w  Am e r i c a n  Pa i nt i n g s ,  Ar t l i e s , 
a n d  G u l f  C o a s t  L i t e ra r y  Jo u r n a l  a m o n g  o t h e rs .  H i s  w o rk  i s 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Mu s e u m  o f  F i n e  Ar t s ,  Ho u s t o n’s  p e r m a n e nt 
c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  w a s  r e c e nt l y  o n  v i e w  i n  t h e  M FA H  e x h i b i t i o n 
Cont e s t ed  L ands capes  t h ro u g h  2 0 2 4 .

Th e  S m a l l  Ho u r s ,  2 0 1 4
 a c r y l i c  o n  c a nv a s

1 2  x  1 6  i n c h e s



1. Untit led  ( GD #16) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard  (9  x  12  in . )
f rame:  15  1/8 x  17  1/8 in . 

2 . Untit led  ( GD #1) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  14  x  17  3/4 in . 
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in . 

3 . Untit led  ( GD #15) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  9  5/8 x  12  in .
f rame:  15  1/8 x  17  1/8 in .

4 . Untit led  ( GD #4) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  12 1/4 x 20 3/8 in.
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in . 

5 . Untit led  ( GD #5) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  13 5/8 x 18 1/8 in.
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in . 

6 . Untit led  ( GD #13) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  10 3/8 x 12 1/8 in.
f rame:  15  1/8 x  17  1/8 in . 
 

7. Untit led  ( GD #6) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  12 7/8 x 18 7/8 in.
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 in .

8 . Untit led  ( GD #12) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  11 1/4 x 13 1/4 in.
f rame:  16  x  18  in .   
  

9.Untit led  ( GD #9) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  13 3/4 x 17 7/8 in. 
f rame:  18 5/8 x 24 3/8 x 1 1/4 in. 

10 . The Smal l  Hours ,  2014
acryl ic  on  canva s 
12  x  16  in . 
f rame:  15 3/4 x 19 3/4 x 2 1/4 in. 

11 . Untit led  ( GD #8) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  13  x  17  3/4 in .
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in . 

12 . Untitled (GD #10) , 2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  12  5/8 x  18  in .
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in .  

13 . Untitled (GD #14) , 2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  10 3/8 x 12 1/4 in.
f rame:  15  1/8 x  17  1/8 in .          

14 . Untit led  ( GD #7) ,  2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  8  x  12  1/2 in .
f rame:  18  5/8 x  24  3/8 x  1  1/4 
in . 

Located in Office :

15. Untitled (GD #11) , 2014
acryl ic  and carbon transfer 
on  cardboard:  14 3/4 x 13 1/4 in.
f rame:  19  3/8 x  17  7/8 in .
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