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S EV E N  S I S T E R S
D A N I E L  R I O S  R O D R I G U E Z

 S W E E T  F I R E
A p r i l  2 6 – J u n e  7 ,  2 0 2 5

S even Sisters  i s  proud to  present  Daniel  Rios  Rodrig uez :  Sweet 
Fire ,  a  solo  exhibi t ion  that  marks  the  art i s t ’s  f i rs t  commerc ia l 
ga l le ry  presentat ion  in  h i s  home state  of  Texa s  in  a  lead-up to 
h i s  upcoming  solo  exh ibi t ion  at  Ruby City, San Antonio, TX, 
curated  by  Elyse  Gonz a les  in  Fa l l  2025. Deeply  persona l  and 
poet ica l ly  charged , Sweet  Fire  introduces  a  ne w body  of  work 
that  combines  Rodriguez’s  s ingu lar  v i s ion , weav ing  abstrac t ion , 
symbol i sm, and mater ia l i ty  into  a  ce lebrat ion  of  ident i ty, 
memory, and place.

Born in  Ki l leen , Texa s , and ba sed  in  San Antonio, Rodriguez  ha s 
s tead i ly  bu i l t  an  internat iona l  reputat ion  for  h i s  id iosyncrat ic 
pa int ings—smal l , t ac t i le  works  mounted  on hand- car ved  wooden 
pane l s  that  push the  boundary  between pa int ing  and objec t . In 
Sweet  Fire  ,  the  art i s t  cont inues  to  mine  symbol ic  potent ia l . Fi re 
i s  a  metaphor  throughout  the  exhibi t ion  for  transformat ion , 
res i s tance, and sacred  cont inuity. Another  common moti f  i s  the 
virgu la ,  a  tendri l - l ike  form that  expresses  communicat ion  in  i t s 
maximum express ion , used  in  pre -Hispanic  t imes  to  represent 
speech  and idea s . Considered  a  sacred  symbol , i t  a l so  means 
“ what  f lows ,” l ike  water, w ind , the  sky, and e ven  the  voice  and 
thought  i t se l f .

The  exhibi t ion’s  t i t le  re ferences  the  warmth of  fami l ia l  bonds , the 
spark  of  creat ive  intu i t ion , and the  heat  of  cu l tura l  l egac y. With 
re verence  and resolve, the  art i s t  channel s  the  l ived  exper iences 
of  the  Hispanic  and L at ino -American  d ia spora  through a  v i sua l 
l anguage  that  i s  a s  lyr ica l  a s  i t  i s  rugged . “ My pa int ings  are  about 
sur v iva l  and de vot ion ,” Rodriguez  says . “ The y  come f rom a  need 
to  connect  w ith  ancestry  and r i tua l , and a l so  f rom a  des i re  to 
hold  onto  beauty  in  the  face  of  chaos .”

Rodriguez’s  prac t ice  i s  a  testament  to  pers i s tence  and invent ion . 
Using  found mater ia l s , rope, na i l s , s tones , and v iv id ly  textured 
pa int , he  creates  topog raphica l ly  l ayered  composi t ions  that  pu l se 
w ith  raw energ y  and spi r i tua l  intens i ty. At  the  heart  of  th i s  show 

i s  a  profound meditat ion  on the  Mexican-American  exper ience —
rooted  in  the  so i l  of  Texa s  but  shaped by  d i splacement , l abor, 
and long ing. Rodriguez’s  works  don’t  a s  much narrate  a  spec i f ic 
h i story  but  conjure  a  l andscape  of  fee l ing , memory, and myth . 
The y  speak  to  a  dua l  ident i ty  at  once  persona l  and universa l , 
forged  in  the  f r ic t ion  and fus ion  of  two worlds .

Daniel  Rios  Rodrig uez  ( b. 1978, Ki l leen , TX) rece ived  h i s  MFA 
in  Paint ing  f rom Yale  in  2007. He ha s  sought  to  use  h i s  canva s  a s 
a  space  to  chart  and e volve  the  persona l  h i story  of  21st- century 
Mexican  American  exper ience  in  re lat ion  to  place. Rodriguez 
ha s  had  solo  exhibi t ions  at  Nice l le  Beauchene  Gal lery, Ne w 
York;  Cooper  Cole, Toronto;  Kerl in  Gal le ry, Dubl in ;  Feui l le ton , 
Los  Ange les ;  Western  Exhibi t ions , C hicago, IL ;  Artpace, San 
Antonio ;  Lu lu , Mexico  City ;  McNay Art  Museum, San Antonio 
(2015) , and White  Columns , Ne w York  (2011) , among others . 
Group exhibi t ions  include  Various  Smal l  Fi res , Dal la s ;  X 
Museum, Be i j ing ;  Camden Arts  Centre, London;  Pa la i s  de 
Tokyo, Par i s ;  C hinat i  Foundat ion , Marfa , TX; Contemporary 
Arts  Museum, Houston, TX; Galer ia  Fortes  D’a lo ia  & Gabrie l , 
São  Paulo ;  Michae l  Bene vento, Los  Ange les ;  Hannah Hoffman, 
Los  Ange les ;  and Roberts  & Ti l ton  Gal lery, Los  Ange les , among 
numerous  others .

Rodriguez  wa s  a  2018 Art i st  in  Res idence  at  the  C hiant i 
Foundat ion , a  pr intmaking  res ident  at  the  Wingate  Studio  in 
Ne w Hampshire  (2017) , and a  2013 Louis  Comfort  Ti ffany 
Foundat ion  Award rec ipient . O ver  the  pa st  f i f teen  years , he 
ha s  supported  d iverse  s tudent  populat ions , f rom pa int ing  at 
the  col lege  le ve l , work ing  w ith  Veterans  and f i rst - generat ion 
col lege  s tudents  a s  facu l ty  at  a  federa l ly- des ig nated  Hispanic-
S er v ing  Inst i tut ion  (H SI ) , and a s  a  g raduate - le ve l  Guest  Cri t ic 
at  U TSA . His  work  wa s  featured  in  the  exhibi t ion  “Right  Here , 
Right  Now:  San Antonio ” at  the  Contemporary  Arts  Museum 
Houston in  2018 and i s  included in  the  publ ic  col lec t ion  of  the 
San Antonio  Museum of  Art .

b e g i n  a g a i n  b e g i n ,  2011 - 2 5
o i l  o n  l i n e n ,  c a n v a s ,  w o o d ,  a n d  n a i l s

1 1  x  1 6  5/8  x  1  1/4  i n .
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O pen th i s  wa l l ,  2024, oil, acrylic and canvas on canvas
with painted and burnt wood frame, 74 x 86 in. 

Sweet  Fire ,  2024, oil, acrylic, and 
canvas with artist-made frame, 58 x 431/2 in.  

a lacran candles ,  2024, 
oil on panel, wood, and 
nails, 16 x 19 x 11/4 in. 

Midnight  Elec t r ic ian , 
2025, oil, foil, copper coil, 
gold leaf, linen, mirrors and 
turquoise on linen with 
painted wooden frame, 
13 1/2 x 18 in. 

insta l l  v iew :  a i d o s ,  2 0 2 4 ,  oil on canvas(es)and 
wood, 11 1/2 x 14 1/2 x 9 1/2 in. 

in  v i tr ine :  various drawings in india ink or graph-
ite on paper (will rotate throughout the exhibition) 
inquire for available works (14 x 11 in. shown)

two  o f  cups ,  2025, oil, acrylic, 
wood, jute, gold leaf, construction 
level on wood with wood stretcher 
bar frame, 16 x 20 in.  

b e g i n  a g a i n  b e g i n ,  2011-25, oil 
on linen, canvas, wood, and nails, 
11 x 165/8 x 11/4 in. 

d u e ñ o  d e l  s u e ñ o ,  2 0 2 5 ,  oil, wood, jute, paper and linen 
on linen with wooden frame and collected glass insert, 
11 x 22 in.  

B B  C h i s k i s ,  2012-25, oil and jute 
on linen in artist made frame, 26 3/8 
x 21 x 1 3/4 in. 

Ho t e l  P r i n c i p a l ,  2024 
oil on panel, wood, and 
nails, 12 1/8 x 10 x 1 3/8 in. 

A  Te n d e r  V i c t o r y ,  2012-
25, oil and copper nail on 
linen, artist made frame
141/2 x 101/2 x 21/4 in. 

Ma g i c o ,  2 0 2 5 ,  oil on linen, artist-made 
frame, 13 1/2 x 18 3/4 x 1 1/2  

L o v e  He a r t  C h e a t  Co d e ,  2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 5 , 
o i l ,  j u t e ,  g o l d  l e a f  o n  l i n e n  i n  a r t -
i s t - m a d e  f ra m e,  3 1  1/2  x  2 6  x  1  3/4  i n .  

r ight :  Casa  L lena ,  2012-2025, 
oil and gold leaf  on linen, dice, 

artist-made frame
14 1/2 x 24 1/4 x 1 3/4 in. 


